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Dear Friends,

We are immensely grateful for another successful and productive year at the
Georgia Natural Resources Foundation. The versatility of our team never ceases
to amaze me. As we entered a new phase of the global pandemic, we were
excited to return to in person events and meetings. Being able to connect with
my fellow Georgia Natural Resources Foundation board members, Georgia
Department of Natural Resources board members and staff, and our supporters
in person is something | will never take for granted.

Created in 2010, the GNREF is a Georgia non-profit corporation that supports the
work of the Georgia Department of Natural Resources (DNR) with funds raised
through private individuals and corporate sponsors. The GNRF awards these
funds directly to divisions within DNR through its directed giving and grants
programs. Since the GNRF’s inception, we have awarded grants and directed
giving dollars exceeding $1.3 million to DNR programs and initiatives, along with
raising $17 million through Weekend for Wildlife for wildlife conservation.

Our keystone event this year, Weekend for Wildlife, was unlike any other | have
attended. Through our generous sponsors and attendees, we were able to

raise over $2 million for wildlife conservation! With the uncertainty of 2020 still
lingering, we were amazed at this record-breaking fundraising number and were
so glad to be able to gather at Sea Island once again.

Not only does your support provide critical funding for conservation, but we are
proud of the projects we have been able to support through the grants we give to
the Law Enforcement Divisions, Coastal Resources Division, Wildlife Resources
Division, and State Parks & Historic Sites Division. This year, DNR’s Parks
Division utilized a GNRF grant to complete an ADA Accessible Kayak Launch that
will open the waters of Lake Rutledge at Hard Labor Creek State Park to visitors
with disabilities.

In my final term as chairman of the board, | am looking forward to continuing

the great work and mission of the Georgia Natural Resources Foundation in
supporting the Georgia Department of Natural Resources. | am pleased to
present the 2021-2022 Annual Report to provide you, our valued partners, with
a snapshot of what your generous donations and support have done to enhance
the Georgia Department of Natural Resources.
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period ended JUINE 30, 2022

Foundation Smithgall Weekend for

Total Woods Total Wildlife Total Grand Total
Assets
Cash $1,028,389.13  $210,162.49  $1,620,762.81  $2,859,314.43
Total Assets $1,028,389.13  $210,162.49  $1,620,762.81  $2,859,314.43
Liabilities
Interfund Payable
(Lifetime License) $3,932.00 ) ) $3,932.00
Accounts Payable
(Paid in July) $614.31 - $500.00 $1,114.31
Total Liabilities $4536.31 $0.00 $500.00 $5,046.31
Fund Balance
Profit/(Loss) $1,023,842.82  $210,162.49  $1,620,262.81  $2,854,368.12
Current Year ’ ’ : ) : ) ) . s y .
Total Fund $1,023,842.82  $210,162.49  $1,620,262.81 $2,854,368.12
Balance
Total Liabilities ¢, 150 389 12 $210,162.49  $1,620,762.81  $2,859,314.43

& Fund Balance
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Foundation Smithgall Weekend for
Total Woods Total Wildlife Total Grand Total

Revenues

?;:;[:::28;15 & Donations $349,909.82 - $1,882,791.67 $2,232,701.49
Revenue (Admin) $128,472.54 - - $128,472.54
Prior Year Reserves Carry Over $698,471.98 $220,162.49 $686,776.63 $1,605,411.10
Other Intergovtl. Revenues - - - $0.00
Transfers In - - - $0.00
g;?:‘gﬂfs(e?;‘gi'g” WEW - - $18,001.00 $18,001.00
Total Revenue $1,176,854.34 $220,162.49 $2,587,569.30 $3,984,586.13
Expenditures

Supplies & Materials $33.69 - - $33.69
MV Expense (Gas) - - - $0.00
Other Operating Expenses $2,965.73 - $390,378.50 $393,304.23
Freight $509.15 - - $509.15
Print & Publication $91.22 - $985.00 $1,076.22
Discounts Lost - - - $0.00
Travel - - - $0.00
Personal Liab. of Employees $302.00 - - $302.00
Per Diem, Fees, & Contracts $75,937.50 - - $75,937.50
Per Diem, Fees, & Contracts Exp. $550.18 - - $550.18
Postage 338.40 - - $338.40
Rents (OTRE) $5.00 - $4,658.11 $4,663.11
Rents (OTRE Parking) $6.00 - - -
Transfers Out - $10,000.00 $571,284.88 $581,284.88
Tuition/Scholarships $10,000.00 - - $10,000.00
Grants to DNR $60,022.30 - - $60,022.30
Grants to Others & Cities $1,342.25 - - $1,342.25
Centralized ACCTG Systems Fees $896.94 - - $896.94
SAO Teamworks Billing - - - -
Personal System $51.16 - - $51.16
Total Expenditures 153,011.52 $10,000.00 $967,306.49 $1,130.312.01
Profit / (Loss) Current Year $1,023,842.82 $210,162.49 $1,620,262.81 $2,854,274.12
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JULY 17-23, 2022

Georgia DNR seeks to support the next generation of Georgia outdoor
professionals by identifying young people who love the outdoors, allowing them
to work alongside DNR professionals in the field, and helping them open doors
to their future careers. From an applicant pool of more than 250, twenty-one
high school students were selected for the 2022 Career Academy. They spent
seven days performing hands-on work with DNR’s boots-on-the-ground staff,
visiting eight DNR facilities across the state. These future DNR professionals got
a better sense of the work the department performs on a regular basis and built
professional networks that will help them advance their educations and careers.
In May 2022, the GNRF Board voted to fund this new and exciting program.

“I got to do things | never thought | would be doing. | used to wanna be a vet
but coming here changed my mind. | would love to come and work for you all
one day. Not only did you present these careers but also helped us find ways to
pursue those careers.”
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HARD LABOR CREEK STATE PARK ADA ACCESSIBLE
KAYAK LAUNCH

In August 2020, Kevin Stephenson and his family came to participate in one of
Hard Labor Creek State Park’s guided paddle programs. Kevin is an adaptive
athlete, and it took three people to assist him into his kayak and launch it safely
into the water. Interpretive Ranger David Guzman, who was leading the paddle,
realized there could be improvements made to the accessibility of the park’s
water activities, not only for other people with disabilities, but also anyone who
might be new to the activity.
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In April 2021, the park applied for the 2021 annual Georgia Natural Resources
Foundation (GNRF) grant cycle, which provided the initial $10,000 grant.
However, we quickly discovered that the launch would cost around $23,000

with installation and shipping costs. Fortunately, the Foundation understood

the importance of the project and was able to provide the remaining costs. The
launch was purchased from AccuDock, shipped from Florida and the project was
completed at the end of April 2022. During the construction process, Interpretive
Ranger David Guzman and park maintenance staff developed a new kayak rental
system that improves access to the water. Now individuals can easily maneuver
the kayaks from the rack to the launch without having to carry or drag the boats
to the shore.

The grand opening was on May 7, 2022. The ribbon cutting ceremony was
attended by Director of State Parks and Historic Sites Jeff Cown, Region 3
Manager Ray Smith, President of Friends of GA State Parks Andy Fleming,

along with many other community members and Friends of the park. Also, in
attendance was Kevin Stephenson, the person who inspired the project. Kevin
cut the ribbon and launched the first kayak off the platform. His demonstration
showed attendees how the new dock can be used by a person with disabilities. In
only a few short months, hundreds of people have utilized this new feature of the
park, along with the self-service kayak rack system.
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DIISIO
The Georgia Natural Resources Foundation Grant provided funding to support
Educational fishing programs at Charlie Elliott Wildlife Center (CEWC)/Marben
Public Fishing Area (MPFA). Fish-n-Learn Programs were hosted in October 2021
and April 2022. The fishing programs improved knowledge and skills of almost 30
anglers (children and parents). Funding from the GNRF Grant provided participants
in the beginner program with everything they would need to start fishing (rods,
reels, tackle boxes, hooks, bobbers, artificial baits, stringers, etc.) on Day-1. All
program participants received personal training from the CEWC/MPFA teams.
Fish-n-Learn 1 is the beginner’s level program, geared towards the new angler. It
focuses on the basics of fishing, such as: rigging line, basic knot tying, baiting a
hook, casting, and cleaning a harvested fish was demonstrated in both programs.
In October 2021, eight children along with their parents lodged and dined at the
CEWC in October for Fish-n-Learn 1. Upon the program’s completion, a survey
was sent to parents requesting their feedback. Majority of the comments were
positive and indicated a successful weekend. Many parents requested updates for
future Fish-n-Learn programs, indicating their enthusiasm.
Fish-n-Learn 2 is the intermediate level program, geared towards those
participants who have already completed level 1, or come with fishing experience
and knowledge. The GNRF Grant provided tackle and rods and reels for the young
anglers.
The grant was also used to purchase rods and reels and tackle in support of
monthly Kids Fishing Events at Charlie Elliott Wildlife Center. These events provide
opportunities for hundreds of young anglers and their parents or chaperones to
learn to fish in a safe and comfortable

" i y setting where fish are plentiful.
g o

The McDuffie Environmental Education
Center (MEEC) located at McDuffie Fish
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Hatchery and Public Fishing area benefited from the GNRF Grant. The grant
provided funds to purchase a classroom set of fishing rods and reels to be used by
students participating in field trips there.

The Georgia Natural Resources Foundation grant to WRD also supported the Go
Fish Education Center fishing day camps in Summer 2021. Camps will continue to
use grant funds and equipment in Summer 2022. Funding allowed for the purchase
of two class sets of rods and reels and equipment for campers to use during camp,
in addition to one rod/reel combination for each camp participant to keep. The rod/
reel combinations also included a starter tackle kit.

During Summer 2021, 60 youth from at least 5 counties attended the camps. Over
1,000 fish were caught, and one camp participant even earned a youth angler
award. We offered three sessions of basic camps and one session of advanced
camp in Summer 2021. This was our first advanced camp, and it was specifically
designed for campers who have already attended one of our basic camps and
wanted to return. Advanced camp participants demonstrated their newly gained
knowledge and experience by catching significantly more fish than a typical basic
camp.

The goal of our camps is to provide participants with the skills, equipment, and
confidence to continue fishing into the future. Summer 2021 program evaluations
indicated 97% of participants plan to fish in the future and 95% reported feeling
confident about going fishing after attending this camp. These instructional fishing
programs are a vital part of the Wildlife Resources Division’s angler recruitment
and retention efforts.

GFEC Fishing Day Camps in Summer 2022
Session 1 June 14-16, 2022
Session 2 June 21-23, 2022
Session 3 July 12—-14, 2022 (Advanced)




I 2021-2022 GNRF ANNUAL REPORT | PROJECTS FUNDED 18

NSO

GNRF awarded $10,000 in FY2022 to the Law Enforcement Division for two
important projects. The funding of these projects made it possible to hold the Law
Enforcement Off the Pavement Awards Banquet at High Falls State Park and
purchase Body Armor for the 35th Game Warden Academy Class members.
These worthwhile projects make our officers safer and better by recognizing and
rewarding high performing officers and providing safety gear for them to do their
job every day throughout the state. The Division is appreciative of the support
from GNRF to fund these projects.

LI R @1\ /] -

Colonel Thomas Barnard and Commissioner Mark Williams with the
Game Warden of the Year, John Rhodes.

A memory table set up at the awards banquet for Captain Stan Elrod
who was killed in the line of duty on September 3, 2020. The last
meeting that Captain Elrod attended with fellow officers was the 2020
Game Warden Awards banquet.
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Colonel Thomas Barnard gives remarks on the contributions made to
the agency and profession by the award winners.

Game Warden award winners, supervisors and families socializing
prior to the meal and awards ceremony.

|5
4l

Graduating Members of the 35th Game Warden Academy Class. The
foundation award for body armor for these officers made sure they all
were issued new body armor to be worn their first day in the field.
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During 2021, the Coastal Resources Division (CRD) requested and received
$10,000 from the Georgia Natural Resources Foundation. The funds were used
to for a summer intern from the Coastal College of Georgia (CCGA) and to
support Coastfest 2021.

CHANDLER CALMER, 2021 CCGA INTERN ($4,400)

Chandler Calmer was selected by CCGA faculty as the
2021 summer intern to CRD. Over a 10-week period,
he assisted in collection of ground water samples and
assessment of human impacts at various wetland
study sites for EPA’s National Wetlands Condition
Assessment. Chandler is pictured below collecting
samples (left) and with CRD team in the field (far right).

COASTFEST 2021 SUPPORT ($5,600)

A prominent feature at CoastFest is the 5,000-gallon
mobile aquarium known as the “Hawg Trough”. The
aquarium contains several iconic species of saltwater
fish, such as Red Drum, Spotted Seatrout, and Tripletail. DNR staff and
volunteers explain the life history and habitat requirements of these species and
provide information about the angling techniques commonly used when targeting
these species, to Coastfest visitors.

Unfortunately, in-person Coastfest 2021 was canceled due to COVID concerns.
The vendor allowed the deposit to roll forward to 2022 and the balance is being
held by CRD for Coastfest 2022.
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WEEKEND FOR

WILDLIT'E

GOOD MIGRATIONS

Weekend for Wildlife is one of the nation’s most successful conservation events,
raising more than $17 million in thirty-four years to conserve Georgia’s natural
resources. After having a virtual event in 2021, everyone was excited to be in
person at the Cloister on Sea Island in January 2022. We were thrilled to have
Governor Brian Kemp and First Lady Marty Kemp, along with their family, join us
for the weekend.

With the help of our sponsors and individual donors, we were able to raise over
$2 million in critically valuable support for the DNR Wildlife Resources Division’s
Wildlife Conservation Section, which greatly depends on fundraisers, grants and
direct contributions to support its vital mission of conserving nongame species.
Thanks to the generosity of our supporters, 2022 was a record-breaking year!
Through careful planning and a devoted team of hard-working experts, Georgia
DNR has remained committed to the management and conservation of Georgia’s
natural resources. We are so proud to be able to support the mission of the
Georgia Department of Natural Resources and look forward to another successful
Weekend for Wildlife in 2023.

WEEKEND FOR

WILDLIFL

GOOD MIGRATIONS

THANKYOU

January 28-29
GEORGIA 26’22
B‘[LKN EVENT & SPONSORSHIP
- T OPPORTUNITIES
GEORGIA

DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES

SAVE ™EDATE

FOR THE 34™ ANNUAL
WEEKEND FORWILDLIFE

January 28-29
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$200,000+ Donors

Bass Pro Shops

$100,000+ Donors

Tom and Eleanor Ratchford

$75,000+ Donors

Altria Group, Inc.

$50,000+ Donors

Georgia Power
HNTB
Hyundai Glovis

$25,000+ Donors

Chemours

Coral Cares

Dallas and Natalia Davidson

Delta Air Lines

Double A Productions

Georgia Highway Contractors Association
Georgia Racing and Entertainment, LLC
Georgia Transmission Corporation/
Oglethorpe Power Corporation
Honeywell International, Inc.

Jackson EMC

Marty and Cindy Daniel

$15,000+ Donors

Atlanta Gas Light

Cardinality

Charter Communications

CSX Transportation

Deloitte

Georgia Ports Authority
GulfStream Aerospace

Jeb Stewart

Jinks Family Private Foundation
John Irby
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Delos Yancey

Jacob and Tracie Crowe
Wayne Briggs

MAU Workforce Solutions
NextEra Energy Resources, LLC
Piedmont Healthcare
Rabun Neal

Randall Hatcher

Spring Mountain Farms
State Mutual Insurance
T&T Salvage

The Coca-Cola Company
Tripp and Blair Rackley
Walmart

Yamaha Motor Corporation

Metro Green Recycling, LLC
Onward Reserve

Philip and Mary Hart Wilheit
Rayonier Advanced Materials
Rena Anne Peck

Robert lanello
Southeasttrans, Inc.

The Village at Indian Springs
Walter and Judy Hoyt
Wellstar
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$10,000+ Donors

Aaron and Linda McWhorter

Adam Sowatzka

Bill and Sally Jones, IlI

Bobolink Foundation

Bodine and Lillie Sinyard

Boehringer Ingelheim Animal Health
Brandt Information Services

Carroll Daniel Construction

CBP Environmental

Coral Hospitality

Doug Davidson

Ducks Unlimited

Emory Healthcare and the Woodruff Health
Sciences Center

Four Oaks

Georgia Chapter - Safari Club International

$5,000+ Donors

Atlanta Braves

Billy and Kim New

Bland Farms

Brad and Nicole Alexander
Carrie Penley

Carroll EMC

CB Yadav

Deal, Riley & Associates
Dr. J. David Allen

Dwight and Brenda Davis
Dwight and Sharon Evans
Georgia Beer Wholesalers

Lee Jarboe

Association Patrick and Lynne Denney
Georgia Department of Philip Wilheit
Corrections Randy Dellinger

Georgia EMC

Georgia Farm Bureau
Jeffrey and Donna Jepson
Jimmy and Kathy Allgood
Ken and Lea Madren

King & Spalding

Lake Lanier Island
Development Authority

Marty and Julie McLendon
Metro Atlanta Chamber
Nancy Addison

Patricia Barmeyer
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Georgia Southern University
Georgia Trend

Helen Willis

Joe and Rosalyn Hatfield
Kalkomey

Nancy Dorn

Rayonier

Reynolds Lake Oconee
Ryan and Kelly Teague

SLM Recycling, Inc.

Tommy and Beth Holder
Troutman Pepper

Troy and Mary Katelyn Bland
Will Peek

Williams Family Foundation

Rick Jeffares

Roddy and Sara Clark
Rob Leebern

Russ and Kelli Pennington
Schalk and Amore Pienaar
Shawn and Jen Ryan
Sonny and Judith Deriso
Steve and Corinne Head
Tanner Foundation

The Okefenokee Swamp
Park, Inc.

Tim and Shelley Martin
Tim and Traci Lowe

Trey Brunson

William and Jennifer Bagwell

Ray and Mary Lynn Lambert
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$1,000+ Donors

Adam Putnam

Alex Bradford

Amy Hillman

Arthur “Skin” Edge IV

B. Hendrick

Bill Calton

Boyd Pettit

Brant Lane

Brian Brodrick

Chanda Heighton
Chandler Haydon
Christopher Brookshire
Commissioner Mark and
Pam Williams

David Cole

Don Chandler

Dr. Jeff and Hart Payne
Dr. Tommy Hopkins
Dwight McLaurin

Edens and Kristen Davis

Elizabeth Chandler
Everett and Staci Kennedy
Fitzgerald Veira

Fralick Bozeman Public
Affairs, LLC

Georgia Wildlife Federation
Harris English

Hollister Hill

Homer and Lisa Bryson
Jay Mannelly

Jeff Wansley

Jeffrey Lewis

Jerry Donovan

John and Ellen D’Andrea
Joseph Ratchford

Katie Gregory

Mark Berry

Mark Jarboe

P. Hendrick

Paul Boynton

$500+ Donors

Alan Densmore

AR Higbee

Brent Strength

Chris Albrecht
Commissioner Jason Shaw
David Wright

Doug Schoenrock

E Friedell

Eleni Bafas

Eric Bentley

Jamie McCurry
Jaye Bridwell

Kevin Perry

Krista Long
Leadership Georgia
Lila Teal
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Robert Guy

Russell Smith

Scott Tanner

Senator Butch Miller
State Representative Bruce
and Vickie Williamson
State Representative Matt
Dubnik

Steve Adams

The Honorable Elizabeth
and Bart Gobeil

The Nature Conservancy
TJ Kaplan

Todd and Patricia Deveau
Trip and Ashley Addison
Tyler Fisher

Wes Robinson

Will McKnight

William Stubbs

Nick Ayers

Randolph Legg

State Representative Lynn
Smith

State Representative Trey
Rhodes

Thomas Worthy

William Woodall
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$25+ Donors

Angela Spinks
Artica Gaston
Barbara Hampton
Bob Lynn

Brent Vendola
Brett Albanese
Brooks Schoen
Bryan Dill

C. Martin

Carol Harris
Cathy Barnette
Chris Graff

Chris Harper
Christine Yawn
Claudia Senior
Clint Peacock
Colonel Thomas Barnard
Craig Camuso
D.M. Brown
Daniel Smith
Dawn Franco
Deborah McGuire
Derrick Dillard
Donald Kirkland
Douglas Chamber
Ellen Graham
Frank Hendrick

Greg Adams

Gregory Wade
Heather Tilheit

Jac Capp

JC Martin

Jeff Cown

Jen Hammonds

Jim Ray

Joanna Batchelor

Joe Slaughter

John Clayton

Jon Penuel

Katherine lannuzzi
Katie Kirkpatrick
Kevin Duffy

Kim Piemme
Kimberly Cato

Lisa Kruse

Liz Chrismer

Lonice and Carol Barrett
Louis Cole

Lt. Colonel Mike England
M. Rogers

Major Bob Holley
Major Stephen Adams
Marcia Malone

Mark Johnson
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Mark Patterson
Mary Kimberly
Matt Owens
Megan Gray
Michael Robinson
Mitch Hunter
NightHawk Footwear
Paige Wimberly
Ragen Marsh
Rick Dunn

Rick Sellars
Robert Sargent
Ryan and Aubrey
Pawlikowski
Sam Tostensen
Scott Steilen
Spud Woodward
State Senator Mike Dugan
Ted Will

Thomas Litts
Travis Sweat
Walter Rabon
Wanda Granitz
Wanda Roberts
Y. Hill
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