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Letter from the Chair

2022-2023 Chairman’s Letter 
 
Dear Friends, 
 
As I write this letter, I am truly amazed at what we have been able to accomplish this 
year at the Georgia Natural Resources Foundation. In my first six months as 
Chairman of the GNRF Board of Directors, we had another record year at Weekend 
for Wildlife followed by our first annual fundraising concert in Atlanta. As a member 
of this board, I am so proud to be part of the work this wonderful organization 
carries out. 
Created in 2010, the GNRF is a Georgia non-profit corporation that supports the 
work of the Georgia Department of Natural Resources (DNR) with funds raised 
through private individuals and corporate sponsors.  The GNRF awards these funds 
directly to divisions within DNR through its directed giving and grants 
programs.  Since the GNRF’s inception, we have awarded grants and directed giving 
dollars exceeding $1.4 million to DNR programs and initiatives, along 
with raising over $19 million through Weekend for Wildlife for wildlife conservation. 
As someone who has attended Weekend for Wildlife for many years, I can truly say 
our 2023 event was unlike any other I have been a part of. Through our generous 
sponsors and attendees, we were able to raise nearly $2.5 million for wildlife 
conservation! Not only does your support provide critical funding for conservation, 
we are proud of the projects we have been able to support through the grants we 
give to our Law Enforcement Division, Coastal Resources Division, Wildlife Resources 
Division, and State Parks & Historic Sites Division. We were also able to raise nearly 
$160,000 for the All-Terrain Georgia program. This program gives people with 
mobility impairments the ability to explore and enjoy the beauty of Georgia’s natural 
resources at state parks in the metro-Atlanta area. 
As we look toward 2024, I am excited to continue the great work and mission of the 
Georgia Natural Resources Foundationin supporting the Georgia Department of 
Natural Resources. I am pleased to present the 2022-2023 Annual Report to provide 
you, our valued partners, with a snapshot of what your generous donations and 
support have done to enhance the Georgia Department of Natural Resources. 
 
  
 
Chris Albrecht 
Georgia Natural Resources Foundation Chair 
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period ended June 30, 2023

Foundation 
Total

Smithgall 
Woods 
Total

Weekend 
for Wildlife 

Total Grand Total
Assets

Cash $804,140.88 $130,662.49 $2,186,579.23 $3,121,382.60
Interfund 
(Division WFW 
Reimbursement)

- - - -

Total Assets $804,140.88 $130,662.49 $2,186,579.23 $3,121,382.60

Liabilities
Interfund Payable 
(Lifetime License) $4,077.94 - - $4,077.94

Total Liabilities $4,077.94 - - $4,077.94

Fund Balance
Profit/(Loss) Current 
Year $800,062.94 $130,662.49 $2,186,579.23 $3,117,304.66

Total Fund Balance $800,062.94 $130,662.49 $2,186,579.23 $3,117,304.66

Total Liabilities & 
Fund Balance $804,140.88 $130,662.49 $2,186,579.23 $3,121,382.60

Balance Sheet
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Foundation 
Total

Smithgall 
Woods Total

Weekend for 
Wildlife Total Grand Total

Revenues

Contributions & Donations 
(Restricted) $451,682.63 - $2,326,815.93 $2,778,498.56

Interfund Receivables $42,450.00 - - $42,450.00

Other Revenue $1,841.73 - $14,432.26 $16,273.99

Prior Year Reserves Carry Over $1,035,092.82 $210,162.49 $1,622,403.46 $2,867,658.77

Carry Over/TRANS FROM FB ($13,390.65) - - ($13,390.65)

Total Revenue $1,517,676.53 $210,162.49 $3,963,651.65 $5,704,881.32

Expenditures

Supplies & Materials $42,129.41 - - $42,129.41

Rents OTRE (Meeting Rooms) $8,927.56 - - $8,927.56

Other Operating Expenses $105,131.41 $430,250.39 $535,381.80

Personal Liab. of Employees $4,531.62 - - $4,531.62

Mail/Express $93.79 - - $93.79

Printing & Publication $915.08 - - $915.08

Per Diem, Fees, & Contracts $87,140.63 - - $87,140.63

Per Diem, Fees Board Member $166.07 - $241.60 $407.67

Per Diem, Fees, Reimbursable 
Exp. $1,074.93 - - $1,074.93

Grants $97,395.99 - - $97,395.99

Equipment (Machinery) $42,355.25 - - $42,355.25

Transfers Out $315,649.89 $79,500.00 $1,346,580.43 $1,741,730.32

Personal System $952.98 - - $952.98

Centralized ACCTG System 
Fees $1,148.98 - - $1,148.98

Tuition & Scholarships $10,000.00 - - $10,000.00

Total Expenditures $717,613.59 $79,500.00 $1,777,072.42 $2,574,186.01

Profit / (Loss) Current Year $800,062.94 $130,662.49 $2,186,579.23 $3,130,695.31

Statement of Revenues & Expenditures

period ended June 30, 2023
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The Georgia DNR Career Academy is a new initiative to address 
employee recruitment. Through a rigorous application and interview 
process, 23 high students were selected to participate in the second 
annual Career Academy. In July 2023, the students spent a week at 
Charlie Elliott Wildlife Center and on Jekyll Island where they were fully-
emersed in all four Divisions of DNR and experienced firsthand the 
important work the agency does for the state of Georgia. After the camp 
ended, several students reached out to sign up as volunteers and interns 
with the Department.
 
This year the camp was largely funded through a grant from the Georgia 
Natural Resources Foundation and through donations from DNR 
and Foundation board members. We look forward to continuing this 
partnership and impactful initiative for many years to come.

Georgia DNR Career Academy
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In FY 2023, the State Parks and Historic Sites Division received 
$10,000 in funding for an ADA kayak launch project at Vogel State 
Park. Since receiving the grant, significant progress has been made 
towards the purchase and installation of the ADA kayak launch. 
The kayak launch that best suits the project requirements came 
with a final estimated cost of $44,843. We are actively working on 
obtaining competitive bids and have commitments for the additional 
amount largely from our invaluable Vogel Volunteers.

Substantial strides have been made in this endeavor and the new 
ADA kayak launch should be completed by the end of 2023. This is 
an exciting step forward in our journey to enhance accessibility and 
inclusivity at Vogel State Park.

The ADA kayak launch at Vogel State Park will be a critical addition 
to our park’s amenities. Not only will it provide access to the 
tranquil waters of Lake Trahlyta for individuals with disabilities, but 
it will also serve as an essential element in making our park more 
inclusive and welcoming to all visitors.

Furthermore, this project aligns seamlessly with another exciting 
development at Vogel State Park—the construction of the new 
Visitor Center. As the Visitor Center project is now underway, 
the nearby ADA kayak launch will complement this new facility 
beautifully. Together, these enhancements will elevate the 
overall visitor experience and make Vogel State Park an even 
more attractive destination for nature enthusiasts, families, and 
individuals of all abilities.

State Parks & Historic Sites Division
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$10,000 for Angler Recognition Programs
This year the GNRF grant to WRD supported the Fisheries 
Management Section’s (FMS) Angler Recognition Programs.  In 
order to promote the great fishing opportunities across Georgia, 
FMS operates an angler award program for youth and adults and 
recognizes state record catches.

Funds from the FY2023 GNRF grant allowed WRD to purchase 
supplies, reward items and cover postage costs for anglers that 
received an Angler Award in calendar year 2022. All items were 
ordered and mailed during FY23. A total of 298 anglers made 
the 2022 Angler Award list. Each angler received a t-shirt, a 
personalized certificate, and a personalized embroidered ball cap.

The Angler Award program provides an opportunity to recognize 
those that catch fish which meet or exceed a predetermined weight 
or length. The program supports the retainment objective of FMS’s 
R3 plan to current anglers (experienced or new) by giving positive 
reinforcement to fishing activities. By highlighting the excellent 
fishing opportunities in Georgia, this program also helps encourage 
new anglers to pick up fishing.

Wildlife Resources Division
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In FY 2023, the Law Enforcement Division used their GNRF grant 
funding to purchase giveaway items to promote safety and to 
guide citizens to the LED website. These items serve as tools so 
that Georgians and visitors to our state may obtain information 
on hunting, fishing, and boating laws, and on hunter and boating 
education, and Ranger Hotline. The items 
purchased included:

•	glasses cases  
•	drawstring bags 
•	phone grip holders (pop sockets) 
•	beverage holders (koozies)
•	coffee mugs 
•	golf towels 
•	floating keychains 
•	neoprene sunglass straps 

Additionally, the grant funded the 10th Annual Game Warden 
Awards Banquet. The event was held on August 19th at Idlewilde 
Event Center at Indian Springs in Flovilla, Georgia. The 82 
attendees had dinner, and 11 awards were presented including 
Game Warden of the Year and the James R. Darnell Award.

Law Enforcement Division
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College of Coastal Georgia Summer Intern ($4,400)
For many years, the Coastal College of Georgia has offered an internship 
through the Coastal Resources Division. This scholarship is funded 
through a grant provided by the GNRF. Through a partnership with the 
Coastal College of Georgia, Victoria Gordon was selected by CCGA 
faculty as the 2023 GNRF summer intern to CRD. Over a 10-week period, 
she assisted in culvert assessments for fish 
passage by collecting data according to the 
Southeastern Aquatic Resources Partnership 
(SARP) protocol. Victoria is pictured 
assessing bridge flow (right) with CRD 
technicians on the field.
 
Coastfest 2022/2023 Support ($5,600)
One of DNR’s largest outreach events, 
CoastFest, returned as an in-person event 
this cycle. Originally slated for October 2022, 
Hurricane Ian pushed CoastFest to Earth Day in April 2023. Still, the 
event in Brunswick remained popular with a turnout of more than
6,000 people.

The Georgia Natural Resources Foundation funds 
one of the most eye-catching draws at CoastFest 
each year: a 5,000-gallon mobile aquarium known 
as the “Hawg Trough.” This one-of-a-kind attraction 
provides CoastFest visitors of all ages the chance 
to see popular sportfish species, including the 
state saltwater game fish, the red drum, as well as 
other favorites like spotted seatrout, flounder, and 
tripletail. CRD biologists are on hand to talk to the 
public about these species and explain life history, 
habitat, and conservation efforts.

CoastFest will return to Mary Ross Waterfront Park 
in Brunswick on Oct. 5, 2024.

Coastal Resources Division
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WEEKEND FOR WILDLIFE

2023
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Weekend for Wildlife is one of the nation’s most successful 
conservation events, raising more than $19 million in thirty-five 
years to conserve Georgia’s prized natural resources. With the 
help of our sponsors and individual donors, we were able to raise a 
record $2.4 million in critically valuable support for the DNR Wildlife 
Resources Division’s Wildlife Conservation Section, which greatly 
depends on fundraisers, grants, and direct contributions to support 
its vital mission of conserving nongame species. 

We are grateful for the many state and local leaders who attend 
Weekend for Wildlife. In 2023, we were thrilled to welcome 
Governor and First Lady Kemp, along with their daughters, for 
the weekend. Under their leadership and through their support, 
Weekend for Wildlife continues to enjoy great successes and 
record breaking fundraising. 

Throughout the course of the weekend, attendees have the 
opportunity to go on excursions with DNR staff to learn more about 
the Georgia coast and our natural resources. These one of kind 
trips are key to conveying our mission teaching attendees about 
what they can do to support conservation.

Through careful planning and a devoted team of hard-working 
experts, Georgia DNR has remained committed to the management 
and conservation of Georgia’s natural resources. We are so proud 
to be able to support the mission of the Georgia Department of 
Natural Resources and look forward to another successful WFW
in 2024.

Weekend for Wildlife



DONORS

2022–2023



21

$200,000+ Donors
Glovis

$15,000+ Donors
Atlanta Gas Light
C.W. Matthews Contracting Co.
Charter Communications
Chris & Shea Phillips
CSX Transportation
Dallas & Natalia Davidson
Deloitte
Gulfstream Aerospace
Jacob & Traci Crowe

Jinks Private Family Foundation
John Jinks III
Lucy Flight
Onward Reserve
Rabun Neal
Verida
Verizon
Walter & Judy Hoyt

$75,000+ Donors
Coral Cares HNTB      

Dee & Molly Yancey
Delbert & Sandra Bland
Delta Air Lines
Georgia Ports Authority
Georgia Transmission Corporation/
Oglethorpe Power Corporation
Georgia Highway Contractors Association
Helen Willis
Honeywell International, Inc.
John Irby
Kevin “Catfish” & Libby Jackson
NextEra Energy Resources, LLC

Piedmont Healthcare 
RYAM
Springer Mountain Farms
State Mutual Insurance
Steve Adams
The Coca-Cola Company
Village at Indian Springs
Walmart
Wayne Briggs
Wellstar
Yamaha Motor Corporation

$25,000+ Donors

$50,000+ Donors
Altria 
CBP Enviromental
Jackson EMC

Norfolk Southern
Steve & Teresa Hufstetler

$100,000+ Donors
Eleanor & Tom Ratchford
Georgia Power

Georgia Racing & Entertainment, LLC
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$10,000+ Donors
Aaron & Linda McWhorter
Adam & Mary Sowatzka
Beachview Logistics US, Inc.
Bobolink Foundation
Boehringer-Ingelheim Animal Health
Brandt Information Services
Butch & Teresa Miller
Carroll Daniel Construction
Dr. David Allen
Ducks Unlimited
Edens & Krisen Davis
Emory Healthcare and the Woodruff Health 
Sciences Center

Four Oaks

Georgia Chapter Safari Club International
Georgia Southern University
Joe & Rosalyn Hatfield
Kelly Loeffler & Jeff Sprecher
King & Spalding
MAU Workforce Solutions
Metro Atlanta Chamber
Metro Green Recycling, LLC
Philip Wilheit, Sr.
Rayonier
The Walt Disney Company
Troy & Mary Katelyn Bland
Williams Family Foundation-MNW Perpetual 
Fund

$5,000+ Donors
American Tanning and Leather/Christy Plott
Bill & Sally Jones
Billy & Rep. Kim New
Bodine & Lillie Sinyard
Carrie Penley
Carroll EMC
Charles & Jill DePriest
David & Deborah Wright
David Cole & Hollister Hill
Deal, Riley & Associates
Duncan & Kaci Johnson
Dwight & Sharon Evans
Dwight & Brenda Davis
Dwight McLaurin
Gary & Beth Vowell
Georgia Beer Wholesalers Association
Georgia Farm Bureau
Gray Robinson Elevate Your Life & Linda 
Giangreco

Jamie McCurry
Jared Knox
Jeff & Donna Jepson
John & Ellen D’Andrea
Lake Lanier Islands Development Authority
Lee Jarboe
Macy McFall
Marty & Julie McLendon

Marty & Cindy Daniel
Motion Picture Association
Nancy Addison
New Zealand Safaris
Nick & Jamie Ayers
North Georgia Mountains Authority
Paul & Amanda Shailendra
Patricia Barmeyer
Patrick & Lynne Denney
Philip & Mary Hart Wilheit
Philip Wilheit, Sr.
Ray & MaryLynn Lambert
Rob Leebern
Roddy & Sara Clark
Russ & Kelli Pennington
Ryan & Kelly Teague
Schalk & Amore Pienaar
Shawn & Jen Ryan
Sonny & Judy Deriso
Southern Baked Pie Company
Speaker Jon & Dayle Burns
Steve Head
Tim & Shelley Martin
The Okefenokee Swamp Park, Inc.
Warnell School of Forestry and Natural 
Resources

William & Jennifer Bagwell
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$1,000+ Donors
Alex Bradford
Anonymous
Arthur “Skin” Edge IV
Barbara Hampton
Bart & The Honorable Elizabeth Gobeil
Ben Murray
C. Baughman
CB Yadav
Cindy Shepherd
Doug Duncan
Ed Dobbs
Elizabeth Chandler
Four Gs Charitable Foundation
George Dusenbury
Heather Tilhet
Jaime Hockin
Jay & Elvira Mannelly
Jennifer Fennell
Jerry & Sherry Donovan
Joanne Mello
Jonathan Pannell
Ken & Leah Madren
Kristin Daniel

Marc Stewart
Mark Jarboe
Matt Donaldson
Onward Reserve
Patty Deveau
Paul Boynton
R. Smith
R. Epps
Randolph Legg
Rena Peck 
Rep. Bruce Williamson
Rep. John LaHood
Rep. Matt Dubnik
Rep. Noel Williams
Rep. Tim Fleming
Rep. Trey Kelley
Scott & Dawn Tanner
Senator Mike Dugan
Trip Addison
Walter & Judy Deriso
Wes Robinson
William Stubbs
Wilson & Susie Burns

$500+ Donors
Ann Chandler
Brooks Jones
Chris Albrecht
Dan Garcia
Doug Haymans
Hallie Meushaw
Henry Turner 
Kelly Bray
L. Smith
Lance Lorusso
Lonice Barrett

H. McKnight
Homer & Lisa Bryson
Rep. Stephen Meeks
Ryan & Aubrey Pawlikowski
Scott & Loree Anne Paradise
Scott Briscoe
Susan Fox
Tim Morgan
TJ Callaway
Trevor Santos
William Woodall
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$25+ Donors
A. Thomast
A. Hagin
B.G. Parker
B. Rigelwood
B. Stephens
B. Najar
Brent Vendola
C. Mcfadden
C. Pulliam
C. Hane
Cathy Barnett
Cathy Brice
Chad Embry
Charlie Killmaster
Christine Boucher
Commissioner Jason & Katie Shaw
Conner Poe
Craig Camuso
D. A. Inman 
D. Franco
D. Smith
Dag Grantham
Daniel Smith
Dow & Katie Kirkpatrick
Dr. Jeff Oyler
E.J. Graham
E. Johnson
E. Seckler
G. Cardone
G. Dickens
G.l. Miles
Greg Adams
H. Johnson
J. Attaway
J. Riley
Joe Yeager
J. Cohen

J. Mcknight
Johnny Johnson
K. Lowell
K. Oliver
Katie Childers
Kevin Duffy
Kevin Rose
Dr. Kyle Marrero
Kyle Pearson
L. Erikson
Larry Blankenship
Linda Giangreco
M. Bender
M. Gray
M. Dennis
Mark Williams
Martin Peters
Mike Mavrinac
Owen Smith
R. Mcknight
R. Gulley
R. Childers
R. Henderson
Rep. Trey Rhodes
Rhonda Henslee
Robert Sargent
S. Brown
Scott Steilen
Sean Collins
T. Ledbetter
Ted Will
Ted Flemming
Thomas Worthy
Tiffany Cowley
Wanda Granitz
Zach Harrison
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